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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: TEXTILES: MFA RENEWAL: AMBASSADOR DENT'S CONVER- 
SATION WITH OLIVIER LONG AND GARDNER PATTERSON 

1. ON JANUARY 13 GATT DIRGEN LONG, ACCOMPANIED BY DEPDIRGEN 
PATTERSON, CALLED ON AMBASSADOR DENT. AMONG SUBJECTS DIS- 
CUSSED WAS MFA RENEWAL. 

2. AMBASSADOR DENT REVIEWED RECENT EFFORTS TO GAIN MFA 
RENEWAL. HE POINTED OUT DANGERS TO ALL COUNTRIES CONCERNED 
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IF RENEWAL ISSUE GETS SIDETRACKED OR DELAYED, INDICATING 

ALSO THAT WITH DIFEERENT ECONOMIC SITUATION NOW THAN PRE- 
VAILED IN 1973 AT TIME OF ORIGINAL MFA NEGOTIATIONS, DELAY 
ON RENEWAL COULD INTER ALIA INCREASE DOMESTIC PRESSURES 
FROM US TEXTILE INDUSTRY AND LABOR UNIONS TO JOIN WITH 
EUROPEAN AND CANADIAN COUNTERPARTS IN SEEKING RESTRICTIVE 
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CHANGES IN PRESENT MFA. HOWEVER, DENT CONFIRMED USDEL WOULD 
BE TRAVELING TO GENEVA FOR JANUARY 18 SEVEN PLUS SEVEN 
MEETING WITH SAME MANDATE IT HAS HAD THROUGHOUT RENEWAL 
SESSIONS - I.E., USG’S POSITION IS FOR PROMPT MFA RENEWAL 
WITH NO CHANGES TO DOCUMENT. 

3. LONG STATED THAT ALL EXPORTERS HAD BEEN ON BOARD FOR 
PROMPT RENEWAL DURING DECEMBER TEXTILES COMMITTEE MEETING 
AND HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR EC BLOCKING OF CONSENSUS, MFA WOULD 
HAVE BEEN RENEWED FOR TWO TO THREE YEARS IN PRESENT FORM. 
LONG SAID IT WAS HIS OPINION THAT THE MFA RENEWAL ISSUE 
MUST BE SETTLED BY THE END OF MARCH OR ELSE ISSUE WILL 

SPILL OVER INTO THE MTN, MAKING PROGRESS IN THAT ARENA 
THAT MUCH MORE DIFFICULT. 

4. ON AT LEAST THREE SEPARATE OCCASIONS DURING MEETING 
LONG STRONGLY URGED USG TO "GO TO CAPITALS" IF THE EC ROAD- 
BLOCK IS TO BE REMOVED. WHEN AMBASSADOR ALLUDED TO DIFFI- 
CULTIES THIS PRESENTS VIS A VIS OUR RELATIONS WITH COM- 
MISSION, LONG SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THIS BUT REPEATED THAT IT 
WAS NECESSARY TO WORK BOTH AVENUES, QUOTE CERTAINLY THE 
COMMISSION QUOTE BUT ALSO THE CAPITALS. HE SPECIFICALLY 
MENTIONED ONLY TWO - LONDON AND PARIS - AND SAID SUCH 
APPROACHES SHOULD NOT RPT NOT BE AT THE TECHNICAL LEVEL BUT 
RATHER AT THE POLITICAL LEVEL. PATTERSON ADDED THAT IT WAS 
A SAD BUT NONETHELESS TRUE FACT THAT ON THE TEXTILE ISSUE 
THE COMMISSION TAKES ITS ORDERS FROM THE EC CAPITALS. THE 
CAPITALS CONCERNED WERE LONDON AND PARIS, AND THE USG HAD 
QUOTE LEVERAGE QUOTE IN BOTH PLACES WHICH SHOULD BE USED. 
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5. LONG WAS NOT OVERLY SANGUINE ABOUT THE RESULTS OF THE 
JANUARY 18 SEVEN PLUS SEVEN MEETING, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF 
PHELAN TELCON WITH SMITH JANUARY 13 THAT COMMISSION WILL 
NOT BEGIN MANDATE OBTAINING PROCESS WITH MEMBER STATES 
UNTIL JANUARY 20, TWO DAYS AFTER MEETING SCHEDULED TO BEGIN. 
HOWEVER, HE AGREED THAT JANUARY 18 MEETING MUST PROCEED TO 
GET THINGS GOING. 

6. COMMENT: - RE PARA 4 WE HAVE NOT MADE ANY DECISION 
ABOUT APPROACHING CAPITALS PER LONG'S SUGGESTION. SUCH 
APPROACHES MAY BE NECESSARY AT SOME TIME, BUT WE BELIEVE 
THAT DECISION SHOULD AWAIT OUTCOME OF JANUARY 18 SEVEN PLUS 
SEVEN MEETING IN GENEVA. COMMENTS FROM ADDRESSEE POSTS 
WOULD BE WELCOME. 

KISSINGER 
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